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Anyone  who  asks  for  this  volume,  to 
read,  collate,  or  copy  from  it,  and  who 
appropriates  it  to  himself  or  herself,  or 
cuts  anything  out  ot  it,  should  realize 
that  (s)he  will  have  to  give  answer  before 
God’s  awesome  tribunal  as  it  (s)he  had 
robbed  a  sanctuary.  Let  such  a  person  be 
held  anathema  and  receive  no  forgiveness 
until  the  book  is  returned.  So  be  it. 
Amen!  And  anyone  who  removes  these 
anathemas,  digitally  or  otherwise,  shall 
himself  receive  them  in  double. 
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3ntro&uction 


The  order  of  the  holy  matrimony,  or  the  ceremony  of  crown¬ 
ing  used  by  our  Church  was  compiled,  arranged,  and  revised  by  St. 
James  of  Edessa  (-f-  708)  and  other  doctors  of  the  holy  Church  who 
had  received  it  from  the  ancient  tradition  of  the  Apostolic  Church 
of  Antioch.  The  order  itself  is  composed  of  two  separate  services: 
first,  the  betrothal  or  blessing  of  the  wedding  rings  and  second,  the 
benediction  of  the  marriage.  A  special  order  for  the  marriage  of 
widowers  and  widows  is  herewith  appended  to  the  first  order.  This 
special  order,  which  lacks  both  the  blessing  of  the  rings  and  the 
crowning  of  the  couple,  was  arranged  and  admirably  compiled  as  a 
distinct  service  from  that  for  individuals  previously  unmarried  by 
the  priest  Isaiah  of  Basibrina  (+  1425)  at  the  end  of  the  fourteenth 
century,  and  his  commentary  upon  the  service  has  since  become 
incorporated  into  the  introduction  to  the  order  itself.  The  Church 
in  and  about  Mosul,  Iraq,  utilizes  a  rather  long  order  of  holy 
matrimony  that  differs  significantly  from  the  marriage  rite  employ¬ 
ed  by  the  Western  Fathers  of  our  Church.  We  have  based  our 
present  translation  chiefly  upon  the  text  printed  by  our  late 
Patriarch  Mar  Ignatius  Ephrem  I  in  1948. 

By  the  holy  mystery  of  marriage  a  man  and  a  woman  are  joined 
together  to  share  life  as  one  and  to  raise  a  Christian  family.  The 
beauty  and  profound  meaning  of  this  holy  sacrament  we  now 
humbly  offer  to  our  faithful  in  the  translation  that  follows.  Our 
prayer  and  hope  is  that,  through  this  humble  translation, all  our 
faithful  may  come  to  know  more  fully  and  to  understand  the  great 
and  holy  calling  of  Christian  marriage,  a  sacrament  which  reflects 
and  is  imaged  in  our  Lord’s  very  love  for  His  Church. 


Athanasius  Yeshue  Samuel, 
Archbishop 


1974 

Hackensack,  New  Tersey 
U.S.A. 
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Dedicated  to 

the  members  o\  my  Archdiocese 

with 

pride  and  affection 


CANONS  AND  INSTRUCTIONS 

FROM 

THE  HUDOYO  AND  OTHER  ECCLESIASTICAL  CANONS 


1.  When  it  became  necessary  for  everyone  to  recognize  that 
matrimony  is  an  honorable  institution  intended  to  preserve  life 
and  the  human  race,  it  was  considered  appropriate  that  wed¬ 
lock  should  be  started  at  the  time  of  puberty,  namely  at  the 
age  appointed  by  the  Canons  of  the  Church  when  the  couple 
have  attained  both  physical  and  mental  maturity.  Furthermore, 
the  wedding  should  be  held  only  as  and  when  the  couple  are 
capable  of  exercising  free  will  and  of  comprehending  the 
natural  obligations  of  married  life.  Even  though,  at  the  time  of 
engagement,  the  bridegroom  should  be  of  the  age  of  sixteen 
and  the  bride  of  the  age  of  twelve,  and  although,  at  the  time  of 
the  wedding  ceremony,  the  bridegroom  should  be  eighteen  and 
the  bride  fourteen,  it  seems  preferable  and  more  appropriate  if 
the  bride  has  reached  the  age  of  sixteen.1  Today,  the  approval 
of  the  parents  is  required  in  those  cases  when  either  the  groom 
or  the  bride  are  still  considered  minors  by  the  law  of  the  state 
concerned. 


2.  Prior  to  the  betrothal  ceremony,  the  priest  shall  investigate  and 

ascertain : 

a.  That  neither  the  maiden  nor  her  suitor  are  engaged  to 
another  person. 

b.  That  the  maiden  is  not  divorced  and  the  suitor  is  not  under 
any  legal  prohibition. 

c.  That  no  consanguineous,  fosterage,  or  sponsorial  relation¬ 
ship  bind  the  couple  by  the  Canons  of  the  Church. 


1 


The  different  ages  mentioned  are  in  keeping  with  the  secular  customs 
prevalent  in  Middle  Eastern  countries  at  the  time  when  the  Canons  of  the 
Church  were  established. 


d.  That  both  parties  are  of  sound  health,  free  from  contagious 
diseases  and  deformities  prohibited  by  the  secular  laws.  In 
accordance  with  civil  laws,  it  is  proper  to  obtain  a  com¬ 
petent  written  report  from  a  medical  authority. 

e.  That  the  wedding  ceremony  is  not  performed  on  days 
prohibited  by  the  Church. 


3.  The  priest  shall  not  perform  either  the  betrothal  or  marriage 
ceremony  unless  he  is  absolutely  certain  that  the  couple  are 
desirous  to  marry  one  another  of  their  free  will  without 
compulsion.  He  must  ask  the  bride’s  opinion  in  this  matter.  He 
shall  not  be  satisfied  with  an  answer  from  the  bride’s  parents  or 
relatives  on  her  behalf. 

4.  The  two  marriage  witnesses  shall  be  mature,  pious,  Orthodox 
believers,  of  sound  mind  and  senses,  and  not  related  to  either 
the  bride  or  the  bridegroom. 

5.  It  is  advisable  to  observe  a  reasonable  period  of  time  between 
the  engagement  and  the  wedding,  enabling  the  couple  to  come 
to  know  each  other  and  thus  enter  the  holy  institution  of 
matrimony  without  prohibitions. 

6.  The  priest  shall  not  perform  the  wedding  ceremony  without 
first  obtaining  a  written  permit  from  the  Archbishop  of  the 
Diocese  or  his  representative. 

7.  If  the  bride  is  a  Christian  but  non-Orthodox,  she  may  be 
married  by  a  special  permit  from  the  Archbishop  or  his 
representative  enabling  her  to  follow  the  Church  of  the  bride¬ 
groom. 

8.  Both  the  bridegroom  and  the  bride  shall  go  to  confession  and 
take  the  Holy  Communion  prior  to  the  wedding  ceremony. 

9.  The  wedding  ceremony  shall  take  place  in  the  Church  unless 
absolute  necessity  requires  its  performance  in  the  home. 


10.  During  the  ceremony,  the  priest  shall  place  the  crowns 
(wreaths)  over  the  heads  of  the  wedded  couple. 

11.  Only  the  parish  priest  has  the  right  to  perform  the  marriage 
ceremony.  Other  priests  may  perform  the  same  ceremony 
by  special  permission  of  the  Archbishop  of  the  Diocese  or  by 
invitation  of  the  parish  priest. 


12.  The  priest  may  not  perform  the  marriage  ceremony  of  his  own 
daughter  unless  no  other  priest  is  available.  He  may  act  as  the 
representative  of  his  daughter  at  her  wedding,  but  he  may  not 
be  her  witness. 

13.  During  the  wedding  ceremony,  the  bride  shall  stand  at  the  right 
of  the  bridegroom  while  the  bridesmaid  stands  at  her  right, 
carrying  a  lighted  candle  in  her  right  hand.  The  bestman  shall 
stand  at  the  left  of  the  bridegroom,  carrying  a  cross  in  his  right 
hand. 


14.  The  marriage  of  a  widower  shall  be  performed  at  least  forty 
days  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  while  the  marriage  of  a  widow 
shall  be  performed  at  least  ten  months  after  the  death  of  her 
former  husband. 

15.  The  marriage  ceremony  of  widows  and  widowers  shall  consist 
of  a  special  order  not  containing  benediction  of  the  rings  or  the 
crowns.  If  the  ceremony  is  the  first  marriage  for  either  the 
groom  or  the  bride,  he  or  she  will  be  entitled  to  the  benediction 
of  the  rings  and  the  crowns. 


16.  After  the  marriage  ceremony,  the  priest  shall  immediately  enter 
the  following  data  in  the  church’s  marriage  record  :  the  names 
of  the  married  couple,  the  name  of  the  bestman,  the  name  of 
the  bridesmaid,  and  the  day  and  year  of  the  marriage.  He  shall 
also  record  his  own  name.  And,  if  the  Archbishop  has  granted 
special  permission  of  any  kind  for  the  marriage,  it  too  shall  be 
recorded.  A  copy  of  the  marriage  certificate  should  be  pre¬ 
sented  immediately  to  the  couple. 
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THE  BETROTHAL  SERVICE 


The  betrothal  ceremony  traditionally  was  held  in  either  the  Arch¬ 
bishopric  or  the  rectory .  Today ,  the  service  is  performed  in 
the  home  of  the  fiancee  at  which  time  the  young  man  asks 
for  the  hand  of  the  young  lady.  Each  of  the  couple  should  be 
represented  by  a  guardian.  The  fiance  should  bring  with  him 
the  betrothal  rings.  The  guardian  of  the  fiancee  shall  inquire  of 
her  if  she  willingly  wishes  to  become  engaged ,  in  accordance 
with  the  Hudoyo ,  the  Booh  of  the  Canon  Laws  of  the 
Church. 

The  priest ,  holding  the  right  hand  of  the  guardian  of  the  fiance , 
shall  ask  him  : 

O  faithful  son,  you  have  come  to  betroth  with  a  clean  heart  and 
a  pure  conscience  N...,  daughter  of  N...,  to  be  the  wife  of  N...,  son 
of  N...,  according  to  the  Christian  law  and  the  Apostolic  canons, 
and  you  have  taken  the  responsibility  to  give  her  the  lawful  dowry, 
and  this  agreement  in  the  witness  of  these  faithful  who  are  present. 
You  know  that  in  this  marriage  there  is  neither  separation  nor 
divorce  until  death  ? 

If  he  answers  yes .  the  priest ,  holding  the  right  hand  of  the  guardian 
of  the  fiancee  shall  ask  him  : 

And  you,  O  faithful  son, you  have  come  and  have  given  with  a 
clean  heart  and  a  pure  conscience  N...,  daughter  of  N...,  with  her 
full  consent  and  free  willingness,  to  be  wife  of  N...,  son  of  N..., 
according  to  the  Christian  law  and  the  Apostolic  canons.  And  you 
have  decided  and  fixed  her  dowry  under  the  condition  that  she  is  of 
perfect  age  and  sound  mind,  is  pure  and  of  sound  health,  and  is  free 
from  infirmities  that  are  impediments  according  to  the  Canons  of 
the  Church  ? 
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When  he  answers  yes ,  the  priest  shall  join  their  right  hands  together ,  £2 
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When  they  answer  yes,  the  priest  shall  say 1 


Blessing  of  the  Joining  of  the  Bight  Hands 

Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  now 
and  evermore.  May  the  Almighty  right  hand  of  our  Lord,  which 
was  with  the  prophets,  the  apostles,  and  the  martyrs  in  their 
generations,  bless  this  right  hand  and  be  present  with  this  gathering, 
upon  the  fiance  and  the  Fiancee,  upon  the  guests  and  the  hosts, 
upon  the  old  and  the  young,  and  upon  all  who  are  present  here,  and 
bless  the  betrothed  ones  and  grant  them  prosperity  and  grace.  May 
God  bring  forth  from  them  sons  and  daughters  through  the 
intercession  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary  and  all  the  saints.  Amen. 


1  Traditionally,  in  some  countries,  a  loaf  of  bread  is  now  held  by  the  guardians 
and  is  broken  and  distributed  at  the  end  of  the  service.  In  the  Middle  East, 
the  breaking  of  bread  is  a  traditional  sign  of  mutual  sharing  and  trust. 
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^  On  entering  the  Church ,  the  bridegroom  and  the  bride  stand  before  £3 
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Ed  First ,  the  priest  shall  ask  the  bridegroom : 
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N...,  will  you  take  N...,  who  is  here  present,  for  your  lawful  *3 
wife  in  accordance  with  the  ordinances  of  God  and  the  rites  of  the 
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Holy  Church? 
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the  altar.  The  bride  stands  at  the  bridegroom's  right  side  and  ££ 
the  bestman  at  his  left.  The  bridesmaid  stands  at  the  bride's  £3 
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The  bridegroom  shall  answer:  Yes,  I  will. 

Then ,  the  priest  shall  ask  the  bride: 

N...,  will  you  take  N...,  who  is  here  present,  for  your  lawful 
husband  in  accordance  with  the  ordinances  of  God  and  the  rites  of 
the  Holy  Church? 


The  bride  shall  answer:  Yes,  I  will. 


1  rr> 

The  bestman  holds  a  small  cross  between  the  bridegroom  and  the  bride. 
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Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy 
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Spirit  Who  cheers  His  servants,  delights  His  worshipers,  and 
protects  those  who  reverence  Him  now  and  evermore. 


The  Opening  Prayer 

Make  us  worthy ,  0  Lord,  to  have  in  You  the  beginning  of  our 
joy,  and  may  the  fullness  of  our  rejoicing  be  in  You.  May  our  souls 
and  spirits  exult  in  You,  and  by  Your  compassion  may  our 
distresses  be  abolished,  and  by  Your  mercy  may  our  prosperity 
increase,  and  blessings  be  showered  upon  us,  and  our  minds  prosper. 
May  our  bridegrooms  be  perfected  and  the  crowns  of  our  brides  be 
completed  so  that  we  may  rejoice  in  You  in  everlasting  bliss. 
Include  us  in  the  company  of  Your  saints  so  that  with  them  we  may 
offer  praise  to  You  O  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit  forevermore. 
Amen. 


Deacons  shall  say  Psalm  51: 


Have  mercy  upon  me, O  God,  according  to  Thy  loving  kind¬ 


ness... 


Hymn 

Tune:  Breekh  d’Hadee  Lashmyonay 

Blessed  be  He  Who  has  gladdened  the  heavenly  hosts  and  has 
filled  the  dwellers  on  earth  with  joy.  O  merciful  Christ,  grant 
rejoicing  to  the  congregation  of  Your  worshipers. 
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O  Saviour  stretch  out  Your  right  hand  and  bless  by  Your 
grace  the  rings  which  the  priests  give  in  Your  Holy  Name. 


O  Bridegroom,  Who  has  betrothed  the  Church  to  Himself  and 
ll  crowned  her  with  His  truth,  bless  O  Lord,  the  bridegrooms  and  the 
brides  by  the  abundance  of  Your  loving  kindness. 


Worshipped  is  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  the 
Mystery  of  Trinity,  Whom  the  heavenly  and  earthly  beings  worship 
and  glorify. 


Prayer 


Priest:  May  Your  peace,  O  Lord,  by  which  the  heaven  and  the  earth 
were  reconciled,  unite  our  children  who  have  come  closer  to 
each  other.  Let  there  be  concord  between  them  that  they 
may  love  and  accept  each  other  cheerfully  all  the  days  of  jjjj 
their  lives  and  praise  You,  O  Father. 


QuqaTyon  (Third  Tune)  Psalm  45:  1,2,9 


Grace  is  poured  into  your  lips;  Halleluiah;  therefore,  God  has 
blessed  you  forever. 

The  king’s  daughter  stands  forth  in  glory;  Halleluiah,  and  the 
queen  stands  at  your  right  hand. 

Deacons  O  merciful  Lord,  nave  mercy  upon  us  and  help  us. 

Eqbo  (Concluding  Prayer) 

Solomon,  speaking  in  parables,  said:  Who  is  your  beloved  of 
whom  you  are  so  proud,  O  fair  one?  My  beloved  was  chosen  from 
among  the  multitude  of  myriads  whose  vineyard  is  the  Church.  He 
is  whiter  than  the  vine  of  Jacob,  ruddier  than  the  oil  of  Nardin, 
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My  heart  overflows  with  good  news;  Halleluiah,  and  I  will  tell 
my  deeds  to  the  king. 
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My  tongue  is  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer;  Halleluiah,  who,  in 
his  appearence,  is  fairer  than  the  children  of  men. 
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and  higher  than  the  cedars  of  Lebanon.  He  is  the  likeness  of  God 
l*  Whom  we  praise  for  He  is  glorious. 
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[[]]  Deacons:  Stomen  kalos,  Kyrie  eleison  (Stand  well,  Lord  have 
mercy). 
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Husoyo  (Prayer  of  Absolution) 


Priest:  Let  us  pray  and  implore  the  Lord  for  grace  and  mercy. 


Gracious  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us  and  help  us.  Make  us 
worthy  to  offer  unto  you  continually,  at  all  times  and  in  all 
seasons,  praise,  thanksgiving,  glory,  and  never-ceasing  exalta¬ 


tion. 


Proemion  (Preface) 


Priest  Glory  to  the  heavenly  bridegroom  Who  betrothed  to 
Himself  the  defiled  Church  of  the  Gentiles,  and  by  His  cross 
did  purify  and  cleanse  her,  making  her  a  glorious  bride  for 
Himself,  and  invited  the  prophets,  the  apostles,  and  the 
martyrs  to  her  chamber.  To  Him  is  befitting  praise  at  this  time 
of  the  blessing  of  the  rings  of  His  servants  and  at  all  times 
forever.  Amen. 

Sedro  (Prayer)1 


O  Lord,  full  of  goodness,  fountain  of  grace  and  source  of 
blessings,  the  incorruptible  holy  myron  (chrism),  You  adorn  with 
£2  Your  diverse  gifts,  and  those  who  approach  You  with  true  faith 
|rq  You  then  fill  with  imperishable  blessings  By  Your  coming  in  the 
flesh,  O  Lord,  You  have  filled  Your  Holy  Church  with  the  sweet 
*2  fragrance  of  Your  divine  wisdom  and  with  the  finest  robes  of 
ph  non-fading  glory;  and  with  the  crown  of  righteousness,  You  adorn¬ 
ed  and  glorified  her.  From  water  and  spirit,  You  made  her  Your 
N  glorious  betrothed,  and  by  means  of  the  ring,  which  is  Your  cross 
and  Your  Body  and  Blood,  that  You  entrusted  to  her,  You 


Incense  should  be  offered  at  this  point  by  the  priest  who  now  says:  To  the 
glory  and  honor  of  the  holy  and  glorious  Trinity  incense  is  burnt  by  my  weak 
and  sinful  hands.  Let  us  pray  asking  mercy  and  grace  from  the  Lord. 
Gracious  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us  and  help  us. 
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manifested  Your  agreement  and  unity  with  her.  You  lawfully  have 
adorned  this  betrothal  and  through  the  holy  apostles  have  entrusted 
to  us  the  law-abiding  Order  of  Matrimony  that  thus,  by  means  of 
the  ring,  the  betrothal  and  unity  of  man  with  woman  may  be 
accomplished.  Lo,  by  this  ring  all  the  just  and  righteous  fathers  and 
heads  of  families  were  blessed.  Now,  0  Lord,  Who  blesses  all  and  by 
all  is  praised,  we  pray  and  beseech  You  to  grant  us  abundant  and 
unceasing  blessings.  Bless  these  rings  which  we  hold  that  they  may 
be  for  the  confirmation  of  betrothal  to  those  who  receive  them  for 
loving  unity,  for  excellent  and  laudable  manners,  and  for  modest 
and  chaste  matrimony.  Let  them,  by  means  of  these,  be  shining  and 
adorned,  and  be  walking  in  the  paths  that  are  pleasing  to  Your 
Godhead.  May  they,  with  joy  and  delight,  attain  the  present  bridal 
chamber,  be  worthy  of  the  eternal  chamber  of  gladness,  and  offer 
praise  to  You,  and  to  Your  Blessed  Father,  and  to  Your  Holy  Spirit 
now  and  evermore. 


Priest  :  From  God  mav  we  receive  remission  of  debts  and  forgive¬ 
ness  of  sins  in  both  worlds  now  and  evermore.  Amen. 


Hymn 


Tune  :  Enono  Nuhro  Shareero  —  Third 
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Be  not  disturbed,  O  Faithful  Church,  and  let  not  your  mind  be 
moved  for  as  you  have  not  torsakenme,  1  likewise,  shall  not  forsake 
you.  When  the  world  comes  to  an  end,  and  the  sky  and  earth  pass  ^ 
away,  no  harm  shall  be  tall  you  tor  your  throne  has  been  firmly 
established  in  the  mansions  of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Spirit. 
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Priest  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy  || 
Spirit. 
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There  was  never  such  a  betrothed  as  this  whom  the  First- 
Begotten  has  betrothed  to  Himself  before  all  things.  By  His 
death,  He  prepared  her  bridal  chamber.  He  was  hung  on  the 
cross  and  she  stood  near  Him.  His  side  was  pierced  with  the 
lancet  and  she  was  sprinkled  with  His  blood, hence  she  raised 
her  voice  saying:  Holy,  Holy,  Holy  are  You  O  Son,  Who  is 
altogether  in  the  likeness  of  His  Father. 


Deacons:  O  merciful  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us  and  help  us. 


Etro  (Prayer  of  Incense) 

O  Bridegroom  of  truth  and  justice,  to  Whom  the  souls  of 
pure  virgins  are  betrothed,  make  worthy  these.  Your  servants, 
who  through  our  humble  selves,  have  taken  You  mediator  for 
their  matrimony  that  the  sweet  fragrance  of  virtues  may  rise 
up  from  them.  May  true  love,  peace,  concord,  and  impassible 
unity  reign  between  them.  Help  them,  O  Lord,  to  keep  purity 
for  each  other  both  in  spirit  and  in  body  and  offer  praise  and 
glory  to  You  now  and  evermore. 


The  Blessing  of  the  Kings 

Priest  :  O  Lord,  Jesus  Christ,  Bridegroom  of  truth  and  justice.  You 
betrothed  to  Yourself  the  Church  of  the  Gentiles  and  by 
Your  Blood  You  wrote  the  deed  of  dowry,  and  by  Your  nails 
You  gave  her  a  ring.  As  the  ring  ot  the  Holy  Church  was 
blessed,  bless  now,  O  Lord,  these  rings  that  we  give  to  Your 
servant  and  Your  maid.  This  is  the  ring  by  which  Sarah  was 
betrothed  to  Abraham,  Rebecca  to  Isaac,  and  Rachel  to 
Jacob.  By  this  ring  all  the  power  and  authority  over  Egypt 
was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Joseph.  By  its  surety  Daniel  was 
delivered  and  became  great  in  the  king’s  presence.  By  this 
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ring  the  prodigal  son  was  accepted.  By  the  truth  of  this  ring 
the  just  gained  victory,  and  by  its  fame  the  merchants 
became  rich.  Great,  therefore,  is  the  pledge  of  this  ring.  This 
is  the  ring  which  invites  the  races  and  generations  to  the 
betrothals  and  wedding  feasts  and  gathers  them  that  are  far, 
and  mutual  relations  are  accomplished  between  them.  By  this  pq 

K  jJ 

ring  women  are  betrothed  to  men.  By  this  ring  the  bride-  £3 

grooms  and  the  brides  are  joined  in  marriage.  Bless  +  my  £3 

. 

Lord  these  rings  that  they  may  become  the  sign  and  seal  of 
the  true  betrothal  of  our  daughter  N...  to  our  son  N...  May  *2 
they  receive  heavenly  blessings  and  bring  forth  righteous  sons  N 
and  daughters.  By  Your  grace,  O  Lord,  let  their  promise 
come  to  happy  fulfillment.  Rejoicing  and  exulting,  let  them 
offer  praise  and  glory  to  You  now  and  evermore.  Amen. 


pq  The  priest ,  waving  his  right  hand  over  the  rings ,  says  loudly: 
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May  these  rings  be  blessed  and  may  they  be  for  the  fulfillment 
of  gladness  to  the  children  of  the  Holy  Church. 

Deacon:  Barekhmore  (Bless,  my  Lord). 

Priest .  In  the  name  of  the  Father,  +  Deacon  Amen. 

And  of  the  Son,  +  Deacon  Amen. 

And  of  the  Living  Holy  Spirit  +  for  everlasting  life. 
Deacon  :  Amen. 


On  giving  the  ring  to  the  bridegroom ,  the  priest  shall  say  the 
following  prayer: 
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May  the  right  hand  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  stretched  out  to 
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you  in  mercy.  Together  with  this  visible  ring  of  your  betrothal, 
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receive  the  invisible  grace  of  His  mercy.  May  this  right  hand,  full  of 
bliss  which  showers  blessings,  be  with  you  and  protect  you  all  the 
days  of  your  life. 


On  giving  the  ring  to  the  bride ,  the  priest  shall  say  the  following 
prayer: 

May  the  right  hand  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  stretched  out  to 
you  now  with  mercy.  Together  with  this  visible  ring  of  your 
betrothal,  receive  also  the  invisible  blessing  of  His  mercy  which 
prospers  those  who  receive  it  without  measure  and  which  has  no 
sadness,  that  with  a  healthy  soul  and  body  and  with  joy  of  heart 
you  may  offer  praise  to  Him  forever. 


A  Prayer  for  both  the  Bridegroom  and  the  Bride 


fh  Priest:  May  the  Lord,  Who  rejoices  in  the  life  of  all  men,  rejoice  in 
your  life  and  bless  your  betrothal.  May  Christ,  the  heavenly 
bridegroom,  seal  your  nuptials  with  the  true  nuptials,  and 
may  His  right  hand  rest  upon  you  and  guard  you  from  all 
harm.  May  our  Lord  bestow  upon  you  fruits  of  blessings  and 
mercy,  and  thus  may  you  rejoice  in  them  as  Abraham 
rejoiced  in  Isaac,  Isaac  in  Jacob,  Jacob  in  Joseph,  Ishai  in 
David,  Hannah  in  Samuel,  and  as  Aaron  in  Eliazer.  Let  the 
name  of  God  be  glorified  among  you.  All  glory  to  Him  and 
His  mercy,  and  blessings  upon  you  forever.  Amen. 
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Final  Prayer 


Priest :  To  you,  our  faithful  brethren,  who  have  come  and  taken  part 
in  this  witnessing,  justified  by  God,  may  He  grant  You  an 
excellent  reward  and  bestow  upon  you  all  good  things  at  all 
times.  May  the  cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  guard  you  day 
and  night  from  the  evil  one  and  his  hosts  forever.  Amen. 
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Supplication  of  Saint  James 

Your  illustrious  fame,  O  Church,  is  urging  the  rational  mind 
to  weave  from  among  the  lines  of  the  scripture  a  garland  of  praise 
for  your  beauty.  Yet  how  can  this  weak  mind  extol  your  fame 
sufficiently  when  it  has  failed  to  offer  due  glory  to  your  bride¬ 
groom  and  Lord? 

On  your  forehead  is  the  sign  of  the  adorable  and  venerable 
cross,  and  in  your  mouth  is  the  flawless  pearl  that  is  sprinkled  with 
His  Blood.  The  young  man  that  has  betrothed  you  is  like  the  deer 
and  the  young  roe,  therefore,  you  are  blessed  and  He  is  unceasingly 
glorified. 


The  Trisagion:  Holy  are  You,  O  God... 

The  Lord's  Prayer:  Our  Father,  Who  art  in  heaven 
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THE  SECOND  SERVICE 


The  Blessing  of  the  Crowns  (Wreaths) 
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Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy 
Spirit. 
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b]j  Deacons.  May  His  grace  and  mercy  descend  abundantly  upon  us,  weak  £2 
and  sinful,  in  both  worlds  forever.  Amen. 
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Prayer 

Priest:  Make  us  worthy,  O  Lord,  for  that  unending  wedding  and 
everlasting  chamber.  Together  with  those  guests,  invited  to 
that  feast,  O  Lord  invite  us  too  to  Your  joy  everlasting  so 
that  with  them  and  among  them,  we  may  be  worthy  to  offer 
glory  and  praise  to  You,  and  to  Your  Father,  and  to  Your 
Holy  Spirit  now  and  evermore. 


Hymn 


Tune  :  Erno  cTKheeto 

O  Christ,  Who  blessed  the  righteous  of  former  times,  bless 
Your  servants  with  the  abundance  of  Your  grace.  Have  mercy  upon 
us,  O  God. 

O  Lord,  Who  blessed  Adam  and  Eve,  bless  Your  servants  with 
the  abundance  of  Your  grace.  Have  mercy  upon  us,  O  God. 

Bless,  O  Lord,  the  bridegroom  and  the  bride  and  make  them 
worthy  to  enter  Your  bridal  chamber.  Have  mercy  upon  us,  O  God. 

QuqaLyon  (Seventh  Tune)  Psalm  21 :  1*4 

The  king  shall  rejoice  in  Your  strength,  O  Lord;  Halleluiah, 
Halleluiah,  and  in  your  salvation  how  greatly  shall  he  rejoice! 
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You  have  given  him  his  heart’s  desire;  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah, 
and  have  not  withheld  the  request  of  his  lips. 

For  you  have  blessed  him  beforehand  with  the  blessings  of 
goodness;  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah,  Thou  hast  set  a  precious  crown 
upon  his  head. 

He  asked  life  of  You,  and  You  gave  it  to  him , Halleluiah, 
Halleluiah,  even  length  of  days  forever  and  ever. 


Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

Deacons:  From  eternity  to  eternity.  Amen. 

Eqbo 

O  Christ,  Your  Holy  Church,  which  has  been  steadfast  in  her 

faith,  offers  You  unceasing  praise  crying  out  and  saying:  Holy  are 

You  O  Immortal  One  the  Saviour  of  our  souls. 

Deacons:  Stomen  kalos,  Kyrie  eleison. 

Husoyo 

Priest:  Let  us  pray  and  implore  the  Lord... 

Proemion 

Priest:  Glory  to  the  spiritual  bridegroom,  the  heavenly  king,  and 
eternal  crown,  the  non-decaying  mitre,  Who  perfects  our 
bridegrooms  and  makes  our  brides  joyful;  Who  fills  us  with 
delight,  drives  away  our  distresses,  and  perfects  us  in  good 
deeds;  Who  makes  the  bridegrooms,  the  brides,  and  the  noble 
guests  happy  in  His  stately  bridal  chamber.  To  Him  is  due 
praise  at  this  time  of  the  perfection  of  His  servants'  joy  and 
at  all  times  forever. 

Sedro 


O  God,  Who  by  His  wisdom  created  the  heavens  and  by  His 
might  spread  out  the  earth  on  the  waters,  and  created  angels  for  the 
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glory  of  His  name;  Who  created  Adam,  image  of  His  greatness  and 
excellent  in  His  likeness,  and  placed  him  in  Eden  that  he  might  live 
there  in  happiness;  then  the  Lord  God  said. “It  is  not  good  that  the 
man  should  be  alone.  I  will  make  him  a  helper  who  is  like  him.”  So 
the  Lord  caused  a  deep  sleep  to  fall  upon  Adam,  and  He  took  one 
of  his  ribs  and  made  a  woman,  and  brought  her  to  Adam.  When  he 
awoke  from  his  sleep,  he  saw  her  and  said:  “She  shall  be  called 
woman  because  she  was  taken  out  of  man.”  And  God  blessed  them 
and  said  to  them:  “Be  fruitful  and  multiply,  and  fill  the  earth,  and 
subdue  it,  and  have  dominion  over  the  fish  of  the  sea,  and  over  the 
fowl  of  the  air,  and  over  the  cattle,  and  over  all  the  wild  beasts  that 
move  upon  the  earth.”  Now,  O  merciful  God,  Who  loves  mankind, 
bless  these  Your  servants  who  do  beseech  You  for  blessing.  May 
their  marriage  be  within  the  boundaries  of  Your  vigil.  Confirm  them 
in  faith  and  charge  them  through  my  humble  mediation,  whose 
portion  is  set  in  the  office  of  priesthood  which,  according  to  Your 
word,  has  power  on  high  and  on  earth.  Bring  them,  O  Lord, 
close  to  You  that  they  may  be  confirmed  again  in  Your  fear  and 
become  trees  bearing  righteous  fruits  for  Your  glory.  Let  them  be 
united  in  love  and  guileless  friendship  and  become  one  and  indivisible. 
Let  them  henceforward  not  be  termed  two  that  are  against  each 
other,  but  let  them  be  two  that  are  joined,  united,  living  in  peace 
with  each  other,  and  preserved  like  the  pupil  of  the  eye.  O  God, 
You  have  spoken  through  Your  beloved  Son  that  a  man  shall  leave  his 
father  and  his  mother  and  cleave  unto  his  wife  and  that  the  two 
shall  become  one  body.  Grant  them,  O  Lord,  to  cling  one  to  the  other 
and  to  honor  their  parents  so  that  they  may  be  honored  by  their 
children.  The  holy  Apostle  Paul  said:  “Husbands,  love  your  wives  as 
Christ  loved  His  Church.  And  wives  love  your  husbands  as  the 
Church  did  love  Christ.”  Grant  them  to  become  parents  who  enrage 
not  their  children;  and  may  their  children  obey  them  as  Saint  Paul 
commanded  and  admonished,  and  learn  those  things  that  enrich 
and  bring  close  to  God,  and  flee  away  from  those  things  that  do 
harm;  and  may  they  serve  and  worship  You  virtuously.  This  we  ask 
through  the  grace,  mercy,  and  loving  kindness  of  Your  Holy  and 
Only-Begotten  Son,  with  Whom,  and  with  Your  Holy  Spirit, 
we  offer  praise  and  glory  to  You  now  and  forevermore.  Amen. 


Priest:  Prom  God  may  we  receive  remission  of  debts... 
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Hymn 

Tune  :  Quqoyo 


How  beautiful  you  are,  daughter  of  the  Gentiles,  and  how 
fair  to  look  upon.  King  Solomon  sings  your  praises,  O  Holy 
Church,  your  lips  drop  honeycomb,  the  fragrance  of  your  garment 
is  like  roses  in  April,  and  you  are  altogether  beautiful  and  spotless. 
Christ  the  King  guards  you  as  you  worship  His  cross;  Halleluiah, 
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Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and -to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

Who  is  this,  the  king’s  daughter,  of  whom  David  spoke  so 
loudly,  who,  with  great  dignity,  stands  at  the  Lord’s  right 
hand?  Grandeur  is  her  garment  and  light  is  her  dress.  High 
above  the  clouds  she  dwells  gloriously  and  her  authority 
extends  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  She  is  the  faithful  Church 
that  stands  fully  adorned;  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah. 


Deacons:  O  merciful  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us  and  help  us. 
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Priest:  O  Lord,  accept  this  incense,  offered  by  us  in  the  presence  of 
Your  most  high  and  invisible  Godhead,  and  by  Your  grace, 
bless  these  Your  servants,  and  their  abode,  and  the  dwellers 
in  it.  Make  it,  O  Lord,  as  that  of  the  just  men  of  old  who 
pleased  you.  Make  it  to  abound  by  Your  benevolence. 
Increase  Your  blessings  in  it,  and  protect  its  dwellers  and  us 
by  Your  grace.  We  offer  praise  and  glory  to  You  forever. 
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Deacon  Psalmody  ( Psalm  93:  1 ) 

The  Lord  reigns;  He  is  clothed  with  majesty;  the  Lord  is 
clothed  with  strength,  wherewith  He  has  girded  Himself,  Halle¬ 
luiah. 


Deacons:  I  heard  Paul  the  blessed  Apostle  say,  If  anyone  comes  to 
you  preaching  contrary  to  what  I  have  preached,  he  shall  be 
excommunicated  by  the  Church  even  though  it  were  an  angel 
from  heaven.  Behold  there  arise  different  teachings  in  all 
parts.  Blessed  is  he  who  began  and  ended  in  God’s  teaching. 


The 


deacon  reads  the  Epistle  of  Saint  Paul  to  the  Ephesians 
5:  21-33. 
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My  brethren.  Submit  yourselves  one  to  another  in  the  love  of 
Christ.  Wives,  submit  yourselves  to  your  husbands  as  to  our  Lord. 
For  the  husband  is  the  head  of  the  wife,  even  as  Christ  is  the  head 
of  the  Church  and  he  is  the  saviour  of  the  body.  Therefore  as  the 
Church  is  subject  to  Christ,  so  let  the  wives  be  to  their  own 
husbands  in  every  thing.  Husbands,  love  your  wives,  even  as  Christ 
loved  his  Church  and  gave  himself  for  it,  that  he  might  sanctify  and 
cleanse  it  by  washing  of  water  and  by  the  word,  in  order  to  build 
for  himself  a  glorious  Church,  without  stain  or  wrinkle,  or  any  such 
thing;  but  that  it  should  be  holy  and  without  blemish.  So  should 
men  love  their  wives  as  their  own  bodies.  He  who  loves  his  wife 
loves  himself.  For  no  man  ever  yet  hated  his  own  body,  but 
nourishes  it  and  cherishes  it,  even  as  Christ  does  for  his  Church.  For 
we  are  members  of  his  body,  of  his  flesh,  and  of  his  bones.  For  this 
reason  shall  a  man  leave  his  father  and  mother,  and  shall  be  joined 
to  his  wife,  and  they  two  shall  be  one  flesh.  This  is  a  great  mystery; 
but  I  speak  concerning  Christ  and  His  Church.  Nevertheless,  let 
every  one  of  you  so  love  his  wife  as  himself,  and  the  wife  see  that 
she  reverence  her  husband.  Barekhmore,  (Bless,  my  Lord). 
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Deacon  .  Canticle 

May  the  blessing  of  the  Lord  be  upon  you.  We  bless  you  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  Halleluiah. 

Thurifer:  Barekhmore.  With  calm  and  awe  and  modesty,  let  us  give 
heed  and  listen  to  the  good  tidings  of  the  living  words  of  the 
Holy  Gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  which  is  being  read  to 
us. 

Deacons:  Make  us  worthy,  O  Lord  God. 

Priest:  Peace  be  to  all  of  you.  + 

Deacons:  And  with  your  spirit. 


Thurifer:  Blessed  is  He  Who  has  come  and  shall  come.  Praises  to 
Him  Who  sent  Him,  and  upon  all  of  us  be  His  mercy  forever. 

Priest:  Now  in  the  time  of  the  crowning  of  the  servants  of  our  Lord 
and  our  God  and  our  Redeemer  Jesus  Christ,  the  Word  of 
Life,  God  Who  had  taken  flesh  of  the  Holy  Virgin  Mary. 
These  things  thus  came  to  pass  + 

Deacons:  We  believe  and  confess. 


The  priest  reads  the  Gospel  from  Saint  Matthew  19:  3-6 

And  the  Pharisees  came  up  to  him  and  were  tempting  him 
saying,  Is  it  lawful  for  a  man  to  divorce  his  wife  for  any  cause?  But 
he  answered,  saying  to  them.  Have  you  not  read,  that  he  who  made 
from  the  beginning  made  them  male  and  female?  And  he  said, 
Because  of  this,  a  man  shall  leave  his  father  and  his  mother,  and 
shall  be  joined  to  his  wife,  and  the  two  shall  be  one  flesh. 
Henceforth  they  are  not  two,  but  one  body;  therefore  what  God  has 
joined  together,  let  not  man  separate.  Peace  be  to  all  of  you  + 
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Priest:  The  Holy  Gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, the  life-giving  £3 
preaching  from  Matthew  the  Apostle,  the  preacher  who 
preaches  life  and  redemption  to  the  world. 
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Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

Deacons:  May  His  grace  and  mercy  descend  abundantly  upon  us, 
weak  and  sinful  in  both  worlds  forever.  Amen. 


Prayer 

Stretch  out,  O  Lord  God,  Your  ineffable  and  invisible  right 
hand  and  bless  this  wedding,  the  invited,  and  those  who  have 
invited  them.  May  the  old  and  the  young  be  glad,  and  the 
bachelors  and  virgins  exult,  and  let  their  mouths  be  full  of 
thanksgiving,  and  their  tongues  of  praise,  and  may  they  offer 
glory  and  praise  to  You,  and  to  Your  Father,  and  to  Your 
Holy  Spirit  now  and  evermore. 


To  be  recited  by  the  priest  over  the  crowns: 

O  Lord,  Who  did  adorn  the  sky  with  luminaries  :  the  sun,  the 
moon,  and  the  stars;  O  God,  Who  did  crown  the  earth  with  fruits, 
flowers,  and  blossoms  of  all  kinds;  O  Jesus  Christ  Who  did  crown 
kings,  priests,  and  prophets;  O  Compassionate  One,  Who  did  bestow 
His  triumph  upon  his  worshipers  in  return  for  their  heroic  combat 
to  keep  the  faith;  Lord,  Who  crowned  king  David  with  the  crown  of 
victory;  O  God,  Who  encircled  the  ocean  like  a  crown  around  all  the 
earth;  O  Good  One,  Who  blessed  the  year  by  His  grace,  put  Your 
right  hand,  full  of  mercy  and  compassion,  upon  the  heads  upon 
which  these  crowns  are  placed.  Grant  them  that  they  also  may 
crown  their  children  with  righteousness,  justice,  and  mirth.  May 
Your  peace  and  concord  abide  with  them  throughout  their  lives 
forever.  Amen. 


The  priest ,  waving  his  right  hand  over  the  crowns ,  says  loudly : 

Blessed  and  perfect  be  these  crowns  and  the  heads  upon 
which  they  are  placed. 
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Deacon:  Barekhmore.  (Bless,  my  Lord). 

Priest:  In  the  name  of  the  Father,  +  Deacon  Amen. 

And  of  the  Son,  +  Deacon:  Amen. 

And  ot  the  Holy  and  life-giving  Spirit  +  for  life  everlasting. 
Deacon  Amen. 


The  priest  waves  the  crown  ceremoniously  three  times ,  in  the 
likeness  of  the  cross ,  above  the  bridegroom  ’ s  head  and 
chants  the  following  three  times: 

The  crown  in  our  Lord’s  hand  comes  and  descends  from 
heaven.  Fitting  to  the  bridegroom  is  the  crown  which  the 
priest  (or  the  Most  Reverend  prelate)1  places  upon  his  head. 


The  deacons  chant  each 
verses: 


time ,  in  response ,  one  of  the  following 


In  Your  mercies,  0  Lord,  grant  rejoicing  to  the  bridegrooms 
in  their  crowns  and  felicity  to  the  brides  in  their  bridal 
chamber. 

How  splendid  is  the  crown,  which  Christ  the  King  fashions, 
and  is  placed  upon  the  bridegroom’s  head  by  the  reverend 
priest  (or  the  Most  Reverend  prelate). 

The  bridegroom  is  like  the  sun,  the  bride  is  like  the  moon, 
and  all  the  wedding  symbolizes  the  dawn  which  gladdens  the 
earth. 


1  This  title  is  used  when  the  ceremony  is  performed  by  either  the  Patriarch  or  a 
Bishop. 
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The  priest  places  the  crown  upon  the  bridegroom's  head  saying: 

May  God  crown  you  with  the  crown  of  righteousness,  glory, 
and  with  good  works  forevermore. 

The  priest ,  likewise ,  waves  the  crown  over  the  bride's  head  and  says 
three  times: 

The  crown  in  our  Lord’s  hand  moves  and  descends  from 
heaven.  Fitting  to  the  bride  is  the  crown  which  the  priest 
places  upon  her  head. 


The  deacons  chant  each  time ,  in  response ,  one  of  the  following 
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verses. 


The  bridegroom’s  crown  is  like  that  of  the  son  of  Jesse  and 
the  bride’s  crown  is  like  that  of  the  wise  virgins. 

With  merrymaking  and  great  rejoicing,  I  wear  his  ring  and  am 
exceedingly  glad  in  his  chamber. 

Let  the  bridegroom  and  the  bride  rejoice  today  because  their 
noble  desires  have  been  fulfilled  by  divine  Providence,  the 
perfector  of  all. 

The  priest  places  the  crown  upon  the  bride's  head  saying. 


A  Prayer  to  be  recited  on  the  Bestman 
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May  God  crown  you  with  the  crown  of  modesty,  righteous-  bd 
ness,  and  justice. 


Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  Who  blessed  His  groomsman  and 
messenger  John  in  the  womb  of  his  mother,  bless  you,  O  bestman, 
and  make  you  as  a  shining  and  lovely  crown,  keeping  you  in  sound 
health  of  body  and  spirit. 
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If  the  bestman  is  a  bachelor ,  this  prayer  should  be  added: 
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May  you  attain  the  happy  day  of  your  wedding  with  joy  and 
offer  praise  to  Him  forever. 
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A  Prayer  to  be  rec  ited  on  the  Bridesmaid 

God,  Who  blessed  Hannah,  the  daughter  of  Phanuel,  and 
Mary  and  Martha,  bless  you,  O  bridesmaid,  and  count  you  among 
the  five  wise  virgins,  keeping  you  in  sound  health  of  body  and 
spirit. 


If  the  bridesmaid  is  single ,  this  prayer  should  be  added: 

May  you  attain  the  happy  day  of  your  marriage  feast  that 
you  may  praise  Him  forever. 
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A  Prayer  on  both  the  Bridegroom  and  the  Bride 

May  God,  Who  abounds  in  gifts,  Who  blessed  Abraham,  Isaac, 
and  Jacob,  and  delighted  them  and  made  them  great.  Who  crowned 
the  earth,  the  mountains,  and  the  hills,  the  Good  One  Who  showers 
rain  and  dew  and  makes  the  seeds,  fruits,  and  plants  grow,  delight 
you  in  your  marriage  and  adorn  you  with  all  religious  virtues, 
strengthening  your  souls  in  faith,  hope,  and  charity  and  blessing  the 
home  into  which  you  enter.  May  He  give  you  blessed  sons  and 
daughters  and  make  you  joyful  by  the  fruits  brought  forth  from 
you,  and  from  among  them  may  there  come  priests,  deacons  and 
leaders.  May  He  bless  everything  you  possess,  and  shower  upon  you 
unlimited  benefits  through  gifts  and  goodness  of  all  kinds.  Let  the 
mercy  of  God  be  ever  upon  the  guests  and  the  hosts,  and  may  the 
mercies  of  God  be  showered  upon  our  congregation  which  is 
gathered  in  the  name  of  Christ.  Amen. 


Supplication  of  Saint  James 

O  Son  of  God,  stretch  out  Your  hand  and  bless  +  the 
bridegroom  and  the  bride,  as  well  as  the  crowns  upon  their  heads. 
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Bless,  +  O  Lord,  the  bridegroom,  the  bride,  and  their  guests 
as  were  blessed  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  their  sacrifices. 

Bless,  +  0  Lord,  the  bridegroom,  the  bride,  and  all  those 
invited  as  You  blessed  the  water  in  Cana  that  became  wine. 

May  the  years  of  their  life  be  blessed  +  in  this  world  that 
they  may  be  worthy  to  sing  Your  praise  in  mind  and  soul. 
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The  priest  then  shall  read  to  them  the  following  admonition: 

Glory  be  to  the  Father,  to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy  Spirit, 
Who  blesses  the  whole  of  his  gathering: 


My  beloved:  Moses,  the  great  and  blessed  prophet,  has 
written  in  his  prophecy:  God  created  heaven  and  earth,  then  He 
created  Adam  and  made  him  a  helpmate  like  him  by  taking  a  rib  Gj 
from  among  his  ribs  and  making  it  woman.  And  Adam  said:  “This  is  “ 
now  bone  of  my  bones,  and  flesh  of  my  flesh.”  Therefore,  shall  a  [3 
man  leave  his  father  and  mother,  and  shall  cleave  unto  his  wife,  and 
they  shall  be  one  flesh.  The  blessed  Apostle  Paul  said: “The  wife  has 
no  authority  over  her  own  body,  but  her  husband;  and  likewise  also  Gj 
the  husband  has  no  authority  over  his  own  body,  but  his  wife/'  pq 
Again  he  said:  “  Husbands,  love  your  wives,  and  wives  be  subject  to 

pr  tj 

your  husbands,  as  Sarah  was  subject  to  Abraham  and  called  him  my  ** 
lord.” 
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O  our  son  N...,  this  our  daughter  has  today  left  her  parents  pq 
and  brothers,  and  has  entrusted  herself  to  you  as  your  wedded  wife. 
Therefore,  take  care  of  her,  and  fulfill  all  that  is  due  to  her  in  food, 
drink,  dress,  and  home,  carefully  protecting  her.  In  everything  be 
just  and  right  to  her.  Treat  her  kindly,  deal  with  her  pleasantly,  and 
be  always  ready  to  do  good  to  her. 
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Our  daughter  N...,  we  exhort  you  to  obey  your  husband  and  ** 
be  faithful  to  him.  Also,  be  like  the  dove  in  gentleness  and  like  the  pq 
turtledove  in  devotion. 
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We  command  and  charge  both  of  you  to  walk  in  the  fear  of 
God;  to  accept  alike  and  in  concord  pleasure  and  distress;  to  bear  all  £3 
sickness,  pain,  and  other  adversities  that  may  accidentally  fall  upon  ** 
you  with  patience  and  without  complaints, that  we  might  not  be  jfjj 
blamed  in  the  day  of  judgment  on  your  account,  since  we  have  £3 
served  as  mediators  in  this  marriage. 
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When  you  obey  us  and  follow  these  instructions,  the  Lord  ** 
will  spread  His  mercies  upon  you,  and  with  excellents  gifts,  enrich  rjj 
you,  and  He  will  give  you  graces  in  full  by  increasing  your 
possessions,  by  extending  your  life,  by  bestowing  upon  you  good 
fortune  and  tranquility,  by  increasing  health  and  happiness  to  you, 
and  by  delivering  you  from  wickedness  and  temptation.  May  God,  ** 
readily  and  freely,  make  smooth  the  hardships  that  might  confront  pq 
you. 
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May  He  give  you  blessed  children  that  they  may  be  around 
your  table  like  olive  plants.  Offer  praise  to  God,  the  giver  of  all  that 
is  good,  now  and  evermore. 


Here  the  priest  shall  join  their  right  hands  together  saying: 
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O  our  beloved  children,  we  have  a  custom  received  from  our  K 

pq 

Fathers  to  admonish  you  and  make  you  diligent.  Know  that 
you  are  standing  in  the  presence  of  God,  Who  examines  the 
hearts  and  the  innermost,  and  in  front  of  the  holy  altar,  the  £3 
cross,  the  adorable  Gospel,  and  in  the  presence  of  this  pq 
gathering.  From  this  time  we  entrust  you  each  to  the  other  £3 
(and  pronounce  you  man  and  wife).1  God  Himself  will  surely  ** 
be  between  you  and  me.  I  am  innocent  of  your  faults. 
Behold,  O  our  son,  this  is  your  wife  whose  hand  we  have  £3 
placed  in  yours,  and  whom  we  have  entrusted  to  God  and  to  pq 
you.  Hold  her  diligently.  Remember,  that  you  have  to  answer 
for  her  in  the  presence  of  God  on  the  day  of  judgment. 


1  This  phrase  has  been  added  to  the  Syriac  original. 
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The  priest  concludes  by  reciting  the  following  supplication: 

O  Lord  God,  protect  Your  servants,  and  under  the  wings  of 
Your  mercy,  shelter  them.  Make  their  lives  prosperous  and  their 
days  happy.  May  Your  right  hand  guide  them  that  they  may  sing 
Your  praise  now  and  evermore.  Amen. 

A  Prayer  upon  Removal  of  the  Crowns 

Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  Who  was  crowned  with  a  crown  of 
thorns,  and  destroyed  the  powers  of  Satan,  bless  Your  servants  as 
You  blessed  our  father  Adam  and  our  mother  Eve,  and  Seth,  Noah, 
Abraham,  and  Sarah,  Isaac  and  Rebecca,  Jacob  and  Rachel,  Joseph 
and  Asiath,  and  David  who  was  king,  prophet,  :and  singer  of  Your 
Holy  Church.  Make  them,  O  Lord,  a  blessed  couple,  emulous  of 
good  works  of  righteousness.  By  laying  aside  these  temporary 
crowns,  make  them  worthy,  O  Lord,  to  be  among  the  guests  at 
Your  heavenly  table  who  are  worthy  of  that  everlasting  and 
imperishable  crown.  For  with  them,  we  may  sing  praise  and  raise 
glory  to  You,  and  to  Your  Father,  and  to  Your  Holy  Spirit  now  and 
forever.  Amen. 

Then  all  present  shall  pray  the  Lord's  Prayer.  Our  Father,  Who  art 
in  heaven... 

Then  the  Nicene  Creed  is  chanted: 

We  believe  in  one  true  God,  the  Father  Almighty,  maker  of 
heaven  and  earth,  and  of  all  things  visible  and  invisible,  and  in  one 
Lord,  Jesus  Christ;  the  Only-Begotten  Son  of  God,  Who  was 
begotten  of  the  Father  before  all  worlds;  Light  of  Light,  true  God 
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of  true  God;  begotten  and  not  made;  and  being  of  one  substance 
with  His  Father;  by  Whom  all  things  Were  made;  Who  for  us  men 
and  for  our  salvation  came  down  from  heaven  and  was  incarnate  by 
the  Holy  Spirit  and  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  Mother  of  God.  And  He 
became  man,  and  was  crucified  for  us  under  Pontius  Pilate,  and  He 
suffered,  died,  and  was  buried,  and  the  third  day  He  rose  according 
to  His  will,  and  ascended  into  heaven,  and  sits  at  the  right  hand  of 
His  Father;  and  He  will  come  again  with  great  glory  to  judge  both 
the  living  and  the  dead;  and  His  Kingdom  shall  have  no  end.  And  we 
believe  in  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  Lord,  the  giver  of  life  to  all,  Who 
proceeds  from  the  Father;  Who  together  with  the  Father  and  the 
Son  is  worshipped  and  glorified.  Who  spoke  through  the  prophets  pq 
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and  the  apostles.  And  in  one  Holy,  Catholic,  and  Apostolic  Church. 
We  confess  one  baptism  for  the  remission  of  sins.  And  we  look  for 
the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  and  the  new  life  in  the  world  to  come. 
Amen. 

Then  the  hymn  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary  is  chanted: 


Quqal’yon  (hirst  Tune)  Psalm  45:  9-12 

The  king’s  daughter  stands  in  glory;  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah, 
and  the  queen  stands  at  your  right  hand. 

In  gold  of  Ophir;  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah,  hearken,  0  my 
daughter  and  consider  and  incline  your  ear. 

Forget  also  your  own  people  and  your  father’s  house; 
Halleluiah,  Halleluiah,  the  king,  then,  shall  desire  your  beauty. 


to  him. 


Deacon  Barekhmore  (Bless,  my  Lord). 


Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

Deacons:  From  eternity  to  eternity.  Amen. 
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For  he  is  your  Lord;  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah,  make  obeisance  ^ 
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O  you  who  are  the  pride  of  the  faithful,  offer,  on  our  behalf,  ^ 
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supplications  to  the  Only-Begotten  Son  Who  sprang  forth 
from  you,  that  He  may  have  mercy  upon  all  of  us.  Stomen 
Kalos,  Kyrie  eleison. 


The  Archangel  brought  a  message  of  peace  to  the  daughter  of 
David. Announcing  the  good  tidings  to  her,  he  declared : “ My 
Lord  is  with  you,  and  from  you  He  will  spring  forth.” 
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The  priest  holds  the  censor  and  waves  it  crosswise  over  the  head  of  £2 
the  bridegroom  saying : 
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Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us  by  the  prayers  of  Mary  Your 
Mother;  by  her  prayers  and  supplications  bless  this  bridegroom. 
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The  priest  repeats  the  same  for  the  bride  saying: 

Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us  by  the  prayers  of  Mary  Your 
Mother;  by  her  prayers  and  supplications  bless  this  bride. 
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Then  the  priest  offers  both  the  bridegroom  and  the  bride ,  together  £2 
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feast  at  Cana. 
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with  the  bestman  and  the  bridesmaid ,  a  little  wine  to  drink  ^ 
according  to  an  old  liturgical  tradition  recalling  the  wedding 
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THE  ORDER  OF  SOLEMNIZATION 


OF 


THE  SACRAMENT  OF  MATRIMONY 


FOR 


WIDOWERS  AND  WIDOWS 


This  Order  is  to  be  performed  when  both  the  groom  and  the  bride 
have  been  married  before.  In  this  case ,  the  couple  shall  be 
blessed  without  the  blessing  of  the  rings  and  that  of  the 


crowns. 


If  one  of  the  couple  has  never  before  been  married ,  the  first  Order 
shall  be  used ,  and  only  he  or  she  will  be  given  the  wedding 
ring  and  crowned. 
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THK  MUST  SERVICE 


Priest  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

Deacons.  May  His  grace  and  mercy  descend  abundantly  upon  us, 
weak  and  sinful,  in  this  world  and  in  that  to  come  forever. 
Amen. 

The  Opening  Prayer 

Priest :  Make  us  worthy,  O  Lord  God,  that,  with  the  just  and  the 
righteous,  we  may  be  well  pleasing  unto  You.  We  beseech 
you,  O  Lord,  to  bless  these  Your  servants  as  You  blessed 
Your  faithful  servants  in  all  generations.  Grant  them  to 
rejoice  with  each  other  in  accordance  with  Your  will,  and 
make  them  glad  with  the  fruits  that  may  spring  from  them  so 
that  we  and  they  may  raise  unto  You  glory  and  praise  now 
and  forevermore.  Amen. 

Deacons  shall  recite  Psalm  51 : 

Have  mercy  upon  me,  O  God,  according  to  Thy  loving 
kindness... 

Hymn 

Tune  :  At  (ELabthulto  Mariam 

O  God,  Who  blessed  Adam  and  his  wife  Eve,  bless,  +  O  Lord, 
Your  worshippers  who  have  taken  refuge  in  You.  God,  have  mercy 
upon  us. 

O  God,  Who  blessed  the  righteous  from  one  generation  to 
another,  bless,  +  O  Lord,  Your  servants  who  have  taken  refuge  in 
You.  God,  have  mercy  upon  us. 

Deacons :  Barekhmore,  (Bless,  my  Lord). 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy 
Spirit. 
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O  God,  Who  blessed  the  holy  and  faithful  Church,  bless 
O  Lord,  these  Your  servants  with  the  multitude  of  Your 
goodness.  God,  have  mercy  upon  us. 

Prayer 

Priest  May  Your  peace,  0  Lord  God,  by  which  the  heavenly  hosts 
and  the  dwellers  on  earth  were  reconciled,  be  a  haven  of 
tranquillity  to  these  our  spiritual  children  who  agreed  to  be 
married  that  they  may  love  and  cherish  each  other  through 
all  the  days  of  their  lives,  and  raise  unto  You  glory  and  praise 
now  and  forevermore.  Amen. 


QuqaPyon  (Third  Tune)  Psalm  45:  1,2 

My  heart  overflows  with  good  news.  Halleluiah,  and  I  will  tell 
my  deeds  to  the  king. 

Grace  is  poured  into  your  lips,  Halleluiah,  therefore  God  has 
blessed  you  forever. 


Eqbo  (Concluding  Prayer) 

Be  glad  and  rejoice,  O  Holy  Church,  in  the  heavenly  bride¬ 
groom  Who  has  betrothed  you,  granted  you  the  pledge  of  ever¬ 
lasting  life  by  His  Body  and  Holy  Blood,  and  has  promised  you  a 
bridal  chamber  and  a  paradise  of  felicity  on  high.  We  therefore 
sing  praises  unto  Him. 

Deacons:  Stomen  kalos,  Kyrie  eleison  (Stand  well  Lord  have 
mercy). 

Husoyo  (Prayer  of  Absolution) 

Priest :  Let  us  pray  and  implore  the  Lord  for  grace  and  mercy. 
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Gracious  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us  and  help  us.  Make  us 
worthy  to  offer  unto  You  continually,  at  all  times  and  in  all 
seasons,  praise,  thanksgiving,  glory,  and  never-ceasing  exal¬ 
tation. 
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Proemion  (Preface) 
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Glory  to  the  God  of  gods  and  the  Lord  of  lords;  Whose  £2 
Godhead  is  exalted  over  all  and  Whose  Lordship  is  supreme  pq 
and  glorious  above  all,  the  dignified  King  of  kings,  Whose  £3 
throne  is  the  heavens  and  Whose  footstool  is  the  earth,  to  ** 
Whom  is  meet  glory  and  honor  at  this  time  of  the  blessing  of  M 
His  servants  and  at  all  seasons  forever.  Amen. 


Sedro  (Prayer)  1 
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0  great  God,  Who  are  the  founder  of  peace  and  love,  the 
fountain  of  virtue  and  befitting  holiness,  the  giver  of  spiritual  gifts  gj 
and  life-giving  grace;  grant  us,  we  beseech  You,  Your  imperishable 
gifts.  Remember,  0  Lord,  Your  mercies,  Your  covenant,  and  Your 
promise  made  to  Abraham,  Your  beloved,  and  Your  true  declaration 
made  to  the  house  of  Jacob,  Your  servant.  Likewise,  let  Your 
merciful  countenance  shine  upon  these  Your  servants  who  have 
consented  to  be  united  in  holy  wedlock.  May  their  life  overflow 

b  d 

with  blessings  and  sweet  fragrance  and  may  their  wedding  be  for  an  £3 

fr  ^ 

undivided  unity.  May  their  life  be  long  and  fruitful  with  purity  of 
soul  and  good  health  of  body  that  they  may  enjoy  the  abundant 
felicity  and  benediction  of  Your  right  side.  Look  mercifully  upon 
these  Your  servants  and  grant  them  love,  harmony,  spiritual 
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concord,  and  times  of  peace  and  progress  that  are  free  from  £3 

•  .  ■  , 

sufferings  and  far  from  deeds  that  are  contrary  to  Your  will.  Turn 
them  not  away  with  empty  hands  from  the  treasure  of  Your 
mercies  for  You  are  the  giver  of  all  heavenly  and  spiritual  grace 
because  the  power  which  bears  all  is  from  You  and  in  You.  To  You 
we  raise  glory  now  and  at  all  seasons  forevermore. 
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Priest:  From  God  may  we  receive  pardon  of  faults  and  forgiveness 

of  sins  in  this  world  and  in  that  to  come  forever  and  ever.  £3 
Amen. 


1  Incense  should  be  offered  at  this  point  by  the  priest  who  now  says:  To  the 
glory  and  honor  of  the  holy  and  glorious  Trinity  incense  is  burnt  by  my  weak 
and  sinful  hands.  Let  us  pray  asking  mercy  and  grace  from  the  Lord. 
Gracious  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us  and  help  us. 
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O  Lord,  God,  bless  these  Your  servants  and  grant  that  they  ^ 
may  rejoice  in  each  other  for  many  years;  join  them  together  as  it  ph 
pleases  Your  will;  bless  them  and  their  children  for  You  are  the 
lover  of  mankind. 


Deacons:  Barekhmore  (Bless,  my  Lord). 
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Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy  ^ 
Spirit. 
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O  God,  Who  prospered  the  way  of  Abraham’s  steward  when 
he  went  to  take  a  wife  for  Isaac,  his  master’s  son,  bless, 

O  Lord,  Your  whorshipers’  betrothal  in  the  abundant  grace  ^ 
of  Your  mercies,  and  guard  them  by  Your  cross  from  all 
harm. 


Deacons:  O  merciful  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us  and  help  us. 


Etro  (Prayer  of  Incense) 

Priest:  O  Lord,  lean  Your  majesty  toward  us  and  be  pleased  with 
the  incense  that  we  have  offered,  that  we  may  be  worthy  to 
receive  rejoicing  and  cheerfulness  from  You  Father,  Son,  and 
Holy  Spirit  now  and  forevermore.  Amen. 


Supplication  of  Saint  Fphrem 
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The  Church  cries  with  a  loud  voice  saying:  1  am  not  afraid  of  [ * 
the  evil  one,  for  behold,  I  am  surrounded  by  high  walls,  and  Christ 
the  King  is  dwelling  in  me. 


Glory  to  the  Father  Who  is  pleased  with  you,  and  to  the  Son, 
Christ,  Who  dwells  in  you,  and  to  the  Holy  Spirit  Who  keeps  you 
from  the  evil  one  and  his  hosts. 
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Priest:  O  Lord,  be  with  us  and  among  us  according  to  Your  grace,  ^ 
strengthen  us  and  support  us  by  the  might  of  Your  right 
hand,  fix  and  establish  Your  fear  in  our  hearts,  make  us  *3 
wholly  and  perfectly  to  follow  Your  will,  and  keep  us  safe  ^ 
from  all  harm  that  we  may  praise  You  and  glorify  You  now  £3 
and  forevermore.  Amen. 


The  Trisagion:  Holy  are  You,  O  God... 

The  Lord's  Prayer:  Our  Father,  Who  art  in  heaven. 
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THE  SECOND  SERVICE 


Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

Deacons:  May  His  grace  and  mercy  descend  abundantly  upon  us, 
weak  and  sinful,  in  both  worlds  forever.  Amen. 

Prayer 

O  Lord,  Who  is  the  hope  of  the  just  and  the  confidence  of 
the  faithful,  the  guardian  of  youth  and  the  supporter  of  old  age, 
bless,  we  beseech  You,  these  Your  servants  who  have  been  joined 
together;  and  as  they  have  started  with  virtuous  works,  may  they 
likewise  end  with  righteous  deeds  that  we  may,  with  one  accord, 
offer  glory  unto  You  now  and  forevermore.  Amen. 


Hymn 


Tune  :  Aal  Y  ourednon 


Bless,  O  Lord,  Your  worshipers  by  Your  grace,  and  make 
them  worthy  of  Your  imperishable  bridal  chamber. 

QuqaEyon  (Fourth  Tune)  Psalm  21:  1,2 

The  king  shall  rejoice  in  Your  strength,  O  Lord;  Halleluiah, 
and  in  Your  salvation  how  greatly  shall  he  rejoice! 
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Rejoice,  O  Church,  in  the  marriage  chamber  of  the  bride¬ 
groom,  and  adorn  your  children  with  the  orders  of  psalmists  and 
priests. 
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O,  Son  of  God,  Who  betrothed  unto  Himself  the  Church  of 

*  '  rr  Ti 

the  Gentiles,  bless,  we  beseech  You,  the  bridegroom  and  the  bride 
with  Your  right  hand. 
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You  have  given  him  his  heart’s  desire;  Halleluiah,  and  have  *3 
not  withheld  the  request  of  his  lips. 
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Tune  :  Yawmono 

Your  bridegroom,  O  Church,  has  placed  your  bridal  chamber  in 
the  highest  heaven  of  heavens,  and,  as  He  had  promised  you,  he 
raised  you  and  placed  you  at  His  right  hand,  high  above  the 
principalities,  sovereignties,  and  heavenly  hosts. 

Deacons  .  Stomen  kalos,  Kyrie  eleison. 

Husoyo 

Priest  :  Let  us  pray  and  implore  the  Lord... 

Proemion 

Priest :  Glory  to  Him,  Who  is  the  peace  of  creation  and  the 
tranquility  of  habitable  earth,  by  Whose  loving  kindness  the 
sincere  minds  of  men  are  calm  and  peaceable. 

Praise  to  Him,Who  granted  the  gift  of  peace  through  His  holy 
disciples  to  every  house  into  which  they  entered;  to  Him  is 
due  glory  and  honor  at  this  time  of  the  blessing  of  His 
servants’  wedding  now  and  forevermore.  Amen. 


Sedro 


O  Lord,  Who  mercifully  visited  Abraham  in  the  foreign  land 
where  he  lived,  and,  on  beholding  You,  he  ran  to  meet  You  and 
bowed  himself  on  the  ground  saying:  “O  Lord,  if  now  I  have  found 
mercy  in  Your  sight,  do  not  pass  away  from  Your  servant.”  In 
answer  to  his  request.  You  entered  into  his  tent,  blessed  him,  his 
wife  Sarah,  and  his  possessions.  We  beseech  You,  O  Lord,  to  bless 
this  Your  servant  and  all  his  household.  Grant  that  there  may  be 
fullness  and  blessings  in  his  house,  and  bestow  felicity  upon  the 
hosts  and  peace  unto  the  guests.  Grant,  O  Lord,  benediction  and 
grace  to  the  bridegroom  and  the  bride  that,  in  guileless  matrimony, 
they  may  beget  sons  and  daughters  whom  they  may  bring  up  in 
Your  faith  and  fear,  and  raise  unto  You  glory  and  praise  now  and 
forevermore.  Amen. 
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Priest:  From  God  may  we  receive  remission  of  debts...  £5 
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Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

The  blessing  by  which  Elijah  did  bless  the  widow’s  house, 
and  the  pot  of  flour  was  not  spent  nor  the  cruse  of  oil 
diminished,  may  that  same  blessing  descend  from  heaven  and 
abide  in  Your  worshipers’  house  that  it  may  be  blessed  in 
the  generations  of  the  just. 


Deacons:  O  merciful  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us  and  help  us. 
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Etro 


Priest:  O  Lord  God,  accept  the  sweet  incense  that  we  have  offered 
in  the  presence  of  Your  exalted  and  invisible  Godhead,  and 
bless  these  Your  servants,  and  make  their  house  flourish 
abundantly  with  the  gifts  of  Your  grace  that  we  may  offer 
You  glory  forever. 
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Deacon:  Psalmody  (Psalm  93:  1) 
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The  house  of  our  father  Abraham  was  blessed  by  the  three 
men  who  visited  him;  the  house  of  Zeccai  was  blessed  by  the  ^ 
presence  of  Christ  Who  is  the  Bridegroom  of  Truth;  and  now  we 
pray  You,  O  Lord,  that  the  Holy  Trinity  may  dwell  in  Your 
servants’  house  that  it  may  be  blessed  in  the  generations  of  the  just. 
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The  Lord  reigns;  He  is  clothed  with  majesty;  the  Lord 
is  clothed  with  strength,  wherewith  He  has  girded  Himself,  £3 
Halleluiah. 
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Deacons:  I  heard  Paul  the  blessed  Apostle  say,  If  anyone  comes  to  bj 
you  preaching  contrary  to  what  I  have  preached,  he  shall  be  jMj 
excommunicated  by  the  Church  even  though  it  were  an  angel 
from  heaven.  Behold  there  arise  different  teachings  in  all  ** 
parts.  Blessed  is  he  who  began  and  ended  in  God’s  teaching.  £q 
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The  Deacon  reads  the  First  Epistle  of  Saint  Paul  to  the  Corinthians  ^ 
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My  brethren:  Now  concerning  the  things  which  you  wrote  to 
me.  It  is  proper  for  a  husband  not  to  have  intimacy  with  his  wife  at 
times.  Nevertheless,  because  of  the  danger  of  immorality,  let  every 
man  hold  to  his  own  wife,  and  let  every  woman  hold  to  her  own 
husband.  Let  the  husband  give  to  his  wife  the  love  which  he  owes 
her;  and  likewise  also  the  wife  to  her  husband.  The  wife  has  no 
authority  over  her  own  body,  but  her  husband;  and  likewise  also 
the  husband  has  no  authority  over  his  own  body,  but  his  wife. 
Therefore,  do  not  deprive  one  another  except  when  both  of  you 
consent  to  do  so,  especially  at  the  time  when  you  devote  yourselves 
to  fasting  and  prayer;and  then  come  together  again,  so  that  Satan 
may  not  tempt  you  because  of  your  physical  passion.  But  I  say  this 
only  to  weak  persons,  for  it  is  not  part  of  the  law.  For  1  would  that 
all  men  were  like  myself  in  purity.  But  every  man  has  his  proper  ^ 
gifts  from  God,  one  after  this  manner  and  another  after  that.  I  say 
this  to  those  who  have  no  wives  and  to  widows:  It  is  better  for  them 
to  be  as  I  am;  but  if  they  cannot  endure  it,  let  them  marry;  for  it  is 
better  to  marry  than  to  bum  with  passion.  But  those  who  have 
wives,  I  command,  yet  not  I,  but  my  Lord:  Let  not  the  wife  be 

separated  from  her  husband.  But  if  she  separates,  let  her  remain 
single,  or  be  reconciled  to  her  husband,  and  let  not  the  husband 
desert  his  wife.  Barekhmore  (Bless,  my  Lord). 


Deacon:  Canticle 


Deacons:  Make  us  worthy,  O  Lord  God. 
Priest: Peace  be  to  all  of  you.  + 
Deacons:  And  with  your  spirit. 
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May  the  blessing  of  the  Lord  be  upon  you.  We  bless  you  in  ™ 
the  name  of  the  Lord, Halleluiah. 
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Thurifer:  Barekhmore.  With  calm  and  awe  and  modesty,  let  us  give  £3 
heed  and  listen  to  the  good  tidings  of  the  living  words  of  the 
Holy  Gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  which  is  being  read  to  ™ 
us. 
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The  Holy  Gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  life-giving  [j 
preaching  from  Mark  the  Evangelist,  who  publishes  good 
tidings  of  life  and  redemption  to  the  world. 
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Thurifer:  Blessed  is  He  Who  has  come  and  shall  come.  Praises  to  pq 
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Him  Who  sent  Him,  and  upon  all  of  us  be  His  mercy  forever. 


Priest:  Now  in  the  time  of  the  blessing  of  the  servants  of  our  Lord 
and  our  God  and  our  Redeemer  Jesus  Christ,  the  Word  of 
life,  God  Who  had  taken  flesh  of  the  Holy  Virgin  Mary  .These  ** 
things  thus  came  to  pass.  + 


Deacons:  We  believe  and  confess. 


The  priest  reads  the  Gospel  from  Saint  Mark  10.  2-9. 
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joined,  let  no  man  separate. Peace  be  to  all  of  you  + 
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A  prayer  to  be  recited  by  the  priest  over  the  heads  of  the 
bridegroom  and  the  bride: 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

Deacons:  May  His  grace  and  mercy  descend  abundantly  upon  us, 
weak  and  sinful,  in  both  worlds  forever.  Amen. 
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And  the  Pharisees  came  to  him,  tempting  him  and  asking,  Is 
it  lawful  for  a  man  to  leave  his  wife?  He  said  to  them,  What  did 
Moses  command  you?  They  said,  Moses  gave  us  permission  to  write 
a  letter  of  separation,  and  then  to  divorce.  Jesus  answered,  saying  to  ^ 
them,  It  was  because  of  the  hardness  of  your  heart  that  he  wrote 
for  you  this  particular  law.  But  from  the  very  beginning  God  made 
them  male  and  female.  For  this  reason  a  man  shall  leave  his  father  ^ 

h..d 

and  his  mother  and  cleave  to  his  wife.  And  both  shall  be  one  flesh; 
henceforth  they  are  not  two,  but  one  flesh.  What  therefore  God  has 
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Priest:  O  Eternal  and  Invisible  God,  Who  is  above  all,  bless  ••  these 

your  servants  who  have  been  joined  together  in  wedlock.  May  S3 
the  bridegroom  be  blessed  +  like  Adam,  the  head  of  the  E2 
human  race,  and  may  the  bride  be  blessed  +  ,  like  Eve,  the  £3 
mother  of  all  races  and  nations. 
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The  Lord  bless  you  as  He  blessed  Ephraim  and  Manasseh, 
that  you  may  behold  with  your  eyes  and  hear  with  your  ears 
the  good  tidings  of  His  grace.  May  you  beget  the  children  of 
blessings  through  His  grace  and  abundant  mercies. 

We  pray  that  your  life  may  become  like  a  glorious  vineyard 
that  is  splendid  in  its  fruits.  May  you  be  a  blessed  couple  that 
is  emulous  of  good  works  that  you  may  enable  your  children 
to  enjoy  the  sweet  taste  of  faith.  We  ask  these  blessings 
through  the  mercies  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to  Whom  is  meet 
glory  and  praise  forevermore.  Amen. 


Supplication  of  Saint  Ephrem 

0  Lord,  do  not  turn  your  face  away  from  sinners  who  call 
upon  you.  Bless  +  this  bridegroom  as  Jacob  was  blessed,  and  grant 
him  the  gift  of  blessed  children  who  may  be  diligent  in  righteous¬ 
ness. 

May  the  bride  become  like  Rebecca  and  be  chaste  like 
Rachel.  Grant  her  to  be  a  blessed  mother  of  many  sons  and 
daughters.  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us  by  the  prayers  of  Mary  your 
Mother;  by  her  prayers  and  supplications  bless  +  the  bridegroom 
and  the  bride. 

The  priest  then  shall  read  the  following  admonition  to  the  bride¬ 
groom  and  the  bride: 

Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy 
Spirit,  one  true  God. 


My  beloved:  When  God  created  Adam,  He  made  for  him  a 
helper  who  was  equal  to  him.  1  heretore,  shall  a  man  leave  his  lather 
and  his  mother,  and  shall  cleave  to  his  wife,  and  they  shall  be  one 
flesh.  Behold,  therefore,  our  son  N...,  that  our  daughter  N...,  has, 
from  this  day,  left  her  parents  and  brothers,  and  has  committed 
herself  to  you  as  your  wedded  wife,  therefore,  guard  her  and  keep 
her  with  care  and  fulfill  all  the  rights  due  to  her  such  as  food,  drink,  j”j 
clothing,  and  abode.  Above  all,  treat  her  with  love  and  kindness  and  E3 
deal  with  her  after  God’s  ordinance. 
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And  you,  our  daughter  N...,  submit  yourself  to  your  hus¬ 
band,  honor  him,  and  serve  him  with  a  pleasant  heart. 

We  charge  you  both  to  walk  in  the  fear  of  God;  keep 
yourselves  from  all  unrighteous  deeds;  accept  alike  the  pleasant  as 
well  as  the  unpleasant  affairs  of  life;  endure,  unto  the  end  and  with 
no  complaints,  all  manner  of  accidental  pain  and  sickness  that  may 
befall  you;  and  beware  that  no  guile,  whatsoever,  may  exist 
between  you  that  we,  who  have  been  mediators  between  you  and 
the  holy  estate  of  matrimony,  may  not  be  blamed  on  judgment  day. 

Inasmuch  as  you  obey  these  commandments,  God  will 
extend  His  mercies  and  fulfill  His  grace  to  you;  He  will  bless  your 
possessions  and  make  them  flourish  exceedingly;  He  will  prolong 
your  life  with  the  gift  of  health  and  happiness;  He  will  deliver  you 
from  all  temptations  and  make  smooth  all  the  difficulties  that  you 
may  encounter;  and  He  will  grant  you  blessed  children  that  you 
may  raise  glory  to  Him  now  and  forevermore.  Amen. 

Then  shall  the  priest  join  their  right  hands ,  saying  the  following 

admonition: 

Our  children:  According  to  the  tradition  entrusted  to  us  by 
our  Fathers,  we  hereby  admonish  you  and  remind  you  that  you  are 
standing  in  the  sight  of  God,  Who  examines  the  hearts  of  men,  and 
in  the  presence  of  this  congregation,  and  from  now  on  we  entrust 
you  to  each  other.  God  is  the  witness  between  you  and  me,  and  I 
am  innocent  of  whatever  transgressions  you  may  commit  against 
His  commandments.  Beloved  spiritual  son,  behold  this  woman 
whose  hand  we  have  put  in  yours  and  entrusted  her  to  you.  Keep 
her  and  guard  her  with  utmost  care,  and  consider  what  answer  you 
shall  give  on  her  behalf  on  judgment  day. 

The  priest  shall  conclude  with  this  blessing: 

O  Lord  God,  keep  these  your  servants  under  the  wings  of 
Your  mercy,  and  let  Your  right  hand  guide  them  that  they  may  sing 
Your  glory  now  and  forevermore.  Amen. 

Then  the  Lord's  prayer  is  said  by  all  present :  Our  Father,  Who  art  in 

heaven... 
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Then  the  Nicene  Creed  is  chanted  We  believe  in  one  true  God... 
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Then  the  hymn  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary  is  chanted : 

Quqal’yon  (First  Tune)  Psalm  45:  9-12 

The  king’s  daughter  stands  in  glory ;  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah, 
and  the  queen  stands  at  your  right  hand. 

In  gold  ot  Ophir;  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah,  hearken,  0  my 
daughter  and  consider  and  incline  your  ear. 

Forget  also  your  own  people  and  your  father’s  house; 
Halleluiah,  Halleluiah,  the  king,  then, shall  desire  your  beauty. 


For  he  is  your  Lord;  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah;  make  obeisance 


to  him. 


Deacon :  Barekhmore  (Bless,  my  Lord). 

Priest  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

Deacons :  From  eternity  to  eternity.  Amen. 

O  you  who  are  the  pride  of  the  faithful,  offer,  on  our  behalf, 
supplications  to  the  Only-Begotten  Son  Who  sprang  forth 
from  you  that  He  may  have  mercy  upon  all  of  us.  Stomen 
kalos,  Kyrie  eleison. 

The  Archangel  brought  a  message  of  peace  to  the  daughter  of 
David.  Announcing  the  good  tidings  to  her,  he  declared:  “My 
Lord  is  with  you,  and  from  you  He  will  spring  forth. 


*  5 


The  priest  holds  the  censor  and  waves  it  crosswise  over  the  head  of 
the  bridegroom  saying: 

Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us  by  the  prayers  of  Mary  your 
Mother;  by  her  prayers  and  supplications  bless  this  bridegroom. 

The  priest  repeats  the  same  for  the  bride  saying: 


Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us  by  the  prayers  of  Mary 
Mother;  by  her  prayers  and  supplications  bless  this  bride. 


your 
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